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In the decades between the Berlin Conference that partitioned Africa and the opening of the African Hall at
the American Museum of Natural History, Americans in several fields and from many backgrounds argued
that Africa had something to teach them. Jeannette Eileen Jones traces the history of the idea of Africa with
an eye to recovering the emergence of a belief in “Brightest Africa”—a tradition that runs through American
cultural and intellectual history with equal force to its “Dark Continent” counterpart.

Jones skillfully weaves disparate strands of turn-of-the-century society and culture to expose a vivid trend of
cultural engagement that involved both critique and activism. Filmmakers spoke out against the depiction of
“savage” Africa in the mass media while also initiating a countertradition of ethnographic documentaries.
Early environmentalists celebrated Africa as a pristine continent while lamenting that its unsullied landscape
was “vanishing.” New Negro political thinkers also wanted to “save” Africa but saw its fragility in terms of
imperiled human promise. Jones illuminates both the optimism about Africa underlying these concerns and
the racist and colonial interests these agents often nevertheless served. The book contributes to a growing
literature on the ongoing role of global exchange in shaping the African American experience as well as
debates about the cultural place of Africa in American thought.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Fung:

This In Search of Brightest Africa: Reimagining the Dark Continent in American Culture, 1884-1936 (Race
in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you
will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This In Search of
Brightest Africa: Reimagining the Dark Continent in American Culture, 1884-1936 (Race in the Atlantic
World, 1700-1900) without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't always be worry In Search of Brightest Africa: Reimagining the Dark Continent in
American Culture, 1884-1936 (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900) can bring once you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This
In Search of Brightest Africa: Reimagining the Dark Continent in American Culture, 1884-1936 (Race in the
Atlantic World, 1700-1900) having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Tony Hill:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular In Search of Brightest Africa: Reimagining
the Dark Continent in American Culture, 1884-1936 (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900) is kind of e-
book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Robert Fox:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a e-book. The book In Search of Brightest Africa: Reimagining the Dark Continent in
American Culture, 1884-1936 (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900) it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to
read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Jeannie Brenner:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book In Search of Brightest Africa: Reimagining the Dark



Continent in American Culture, 1884-1936 (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900) was multi-colored and
of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book In Search of Brightest Africa: Reimagining the
Dark Continent in American Culture, 1884-1936 (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900) has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are
the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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