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The nostalgic vision of a rural Midwest populated by independent family farmers hides the reality that rural
wage labor has been integral to the region's development, says Deborah Fink. Focusing on the porkpacking
industry in Iowa, Fink investigates the experience of the rural working class and highlights its significance in
shaping the state's economic, political, and social contours.

Fink draws both on interviews and on her own firsthand experience working on the production floor of a
pork-processing plant. She weaves a fascinating account of the meatpacking industry's history in Iowa--a
history, she notes, that has been experienced differently by male and female, immigrant and native-born,
white and black workers. Indeed, argues Fink, these differences are a key factor in the ongoing creation of
the rural working class.

Other writers have denounced the new meatpacking companies for their ruthless destruction of both workers
and communities. Fink sustains this criticism, which she augments with a discussion of union action, but also
goes beyond it. She looks within rural midwestern culture itself to examine the class, gender, and ethnic
contradictions that allowed--indeed welcomed--the meatpacking industry's development.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Liller:

Typically the book Cutting Into the Meatpacking Line: Workers and Change in the Rural Midwest (Studies
in Rural Culture) will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out
the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you.
The book Cutting Into the Meatpacking Line: Workers and Change in the Rural Midwest (Studies in Rural
Culture) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can more easily to read the book.

Irvin Ashbaugh:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Cutting Into the Meatpacking Line: Workers and
Change in the Rural Midwest (Studies in Rural Culture) can be great book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Malcolm Moser:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Cutting Into the Meatpacking Line: Workers and Change in the Rural
Midwest (Studies in Rural Culture) this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value
to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is
why this book suitable all of you.

Rosemary Robinson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Cutting Into the Meatpacking Line: Workers and Change in the Rural Midwest (Studies in



Rural Culture) when you necessary it?
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