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A masterwork of historical reconstruction?the life and times of an arch criminal who may well have
been Jack the Ripper.

During the three turbulent decades before World War I, Joseph Silver became the greatest criminal of his
time, perfecting his skills as a burglar, gun runner, jewel thief, and ultimately trafficker in prostitution and
female slavery across four continents. He was notorious even among his competitors at a time when such
business was rampant on both sides of the Atlantic, and he covered his tracks with extraordinary skill.

A chance encounter with Silver's career in South Africa set Charles van Onselen on a twenty five-year
obsession: a journey to reconstruct the shadowy life and times of?in some ways to match wits with?a devious
master criminal. From Russian Poland in the 1860s, where Silver was born Joseph Lis, to London in the
1880s, turn-of-the-century New York, Argentina, and Africa, van Onselen recaptures the dangerous
demimonde of the Atlantic world. Silver's notoriety was found among the most confidential correspondence
of a dozen countries; what those in law enforcement kept to themselves, however, was how their officers had
attempted to use Silver as an informer to infiltrate syndicates built on vice, only to have him outwit them as
he moved in the risky space between police and prostitutes.

Such is the meticulousness of van Onselen's research that The Fox and the Flies is as rich in history as it is in
the detail and drama of Silver's career, as layer after layer of his life and times are revealed. And it has an
extraordinary pay-off, for van Onselen contends that Joseph Silver's darkest secret of all lay in London in the
autumn of 1888 when, before he embarked on his legendary life of crime, he was, indeed, Jack the Ripper.
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From reader reviews:

Tina West:

This The Fox and the Flies: The Secret Life of a Grotesque Master Criminal book is just not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This particular The Fox and the Flies: The Secret Life of a Grotesque Master
Criminal without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry The Fox and the Flies: The Secret Life of a Grotesque Master Criminal can bring
any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within
your lovely laptop even phone. This The Fox and the Flies: The Secret Life of a Grotesque Master Criminal
having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Donald Link:

The particular book The Fox and the Flies: The Secret Life of a Grotesque Master Criminal will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Fox and the Flies: The
Secret Life of a Grotesque Master Criminal is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Ronda Tollison:

The e-book with title The Fox and the Flies: The Secret Life of a Grotesque Master Criminal has a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important
to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Milan Allen:

The book untitled The Fox and the Flies: The Secret Life of a Grotesque Master Criminal contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as
well as order it. Have a nice go through.
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