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A flat tax? Tax cuts? Complete elimination of the income tax? These ideas have most certainly been
advocated by members of the Republican Party during the past few decades. Party leaders such as George W.
Bush, Ronald Reagan and Newt Gingrich expressed disdain for the income tax and utilized their power to
remove it as a revenue source.

Few people, however, realize that the economic principle of income tax elimination among Republicans can
be traced back at least to the Civil War and Reconstruction. Initially used to finance that war, the Federal
income tax became a hotly-debated issue at a time when America was trying to put back together a fractured
nation. The issue split the party, with Midwestern and Southern Republicans wanting to continue the income
tax, and Northern and Western Republicans championing its demise. In the end, the anti-income tax wing
took control of the Republican Party and shaped its economic principles for the future.

The book is an in-depth look into how the Republicans in Congress dealt with the creation of the United
States first income tax and how it affected the party for the future. The author argues that the anti-income tax
faction of the Republican Party won the debate and took over the party and to this day, the Republican Party
typically promotes either cutting taxes or eliminating them altogether.

The author gives a brief history of the formation of the Republican Party and how they developed their
economic views in distinction from the declining Whig Party, who mostly sought to fund the federal budget
through tariffs and not by taxing the people directly. The second half of the book looks at the different
income tax legislations and how Republicans in Congress responded to them. Each chapter begins with a
brief historical context at the time when an income tax bill was being discussed in Congress.

The views of Republicans on the income tax were altered throughout the war and its aftermath. In the
beginning, Republicans enthusiastically supported the income tax as a measure needed to sustain the
fighting. As the war came to a close, however, many Republicans began to change their view. They
originally backed progressive rates, then they wanted just one flat tax rate, and, by 1870, many wanted the
tax to be ended.

There was a divide in the Republican Party, though. Western Republicans wanted to keep the income tax
intact while Northern Republicans called for its repeal. The last chapter of the book looks at the Republican
Party and the income tax since 1872. Many of the arguments made by current and past Republicans (e.g.,
George W. Bush, Eisenhower, Elihu Root and even Earl Warren) against the income tax are shown to be the
same ones made by many Republicans in the debate over the Civil War income tax.

Apparently, the Northern anti-income tax wing won the debate and took over the party 140 years ago.
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From reader reviews:

William Herold:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Civil War Income Tax and the Republican
Party 1861-1872 will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Hilary Williams:

This The Civil War Income Tax and the Republican Party 1861-1872 book is absolutely not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This specific The Civil War Income Tax and the Republican Party 1861-1872
without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end
up being worry The Civil War Income Tax and the Republican Party 1861-1872 can bring once you are and
not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This The Civil War Income Tax and the Republican Party 1861-1872 having fine
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Joaquin Bedard:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The Civil War Income Tax and the Republican Party 1861-1872
book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer regarding The Civil War Income Tax and the Republican Party 1861-1872 content conveys the
thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but
it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking The Civil War Income Tax and the Republican
Party 1861-1872 is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Pilar Porter:

Beside this The Civil War Income Tax and the Republican Party 1861-1872 in your phone, it might give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here
is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town.
It is good thing to have The Civil War Income Tax and the Republican Party 1861-1872 because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable



option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this
book and read it from currently!
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