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The arrival of the Shakers in Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana in the decades after 1805 saw a substantial
escalation in the movement. InRichard McNemar, Music, and the Western Shaker Communities, Carol
Medlicott and Christian Goodwillie reconstruct a vast repository of early Shaker hymns, using them to
uncover the dramatic history of Shakerism's bold expansion to the frontier. With newly discovered tunes for
more than one hundred Shaker hymns, this volume illuminates a little-known dimension of American folk
hymnody.

Richard McNemar s blended passions of printing, theology, and hymn writing were well suited to the needs
of the new western Shaker enterprise. The abundance of rich spiritual and doctrinal hymns circulated by
McNemar throughout the Shaker world literally gave voice to a generation of Shakers. In the early 1830s, he
established a printing press at the Shaker settlement of Watervliet on the outskirts of Dayton, Ohio. There, in
collaboration with other Shaker musicians and leaders, McNemar produced the first printed hymnal of the
Shaker west.

McNemar's hymnal appeared at a crucial juncture in Shaker history. The Shaker west was a full generation
old, and in several communities the transition to younger leaders was a struggle. Shaker spirituality and
worship patterns were changing fast during the decade. Shaker music itself was quickly evolving in the
1830s, with the onset of new song styles and the formalization of a distinctive music notation method.

Medlicott and Goodwillie paint a rich picture of the Shaker west during its most dynamic years. They probe
the hymn texts and use them to illuminate the dramatic events of the Shaker west from its founding through
the 1830s. They analyze the collection of hymns and hymn tunes in light of the development of Shaker
hymnody by the 1830s and of American folk hymnody in general. A series of carefully researched
commentaries is presented alongside the score for each hymn, serving to contextualize them individually.
One learns of the hymn s history, its authorship, and its use among the Shakers, making this exploration an
invaluable reference for music historians, students of Shaker history, and students of Ohio cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Lee:

The book Richard McNemar, Music, and the Western Shaker Communities can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Richard
McNemar, Music, and the Western Shaker Communities? A few of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Richard McNemar, Music, and the Western Shaker Communities has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Brian Wallace:

This book untitled Richard McNemar, Music, and the Western Shaker Communities to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher on
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Carolyn Foley:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Richard McNemar, Music, and the
Western Shaker Communities which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Paul Quintana:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This e-book Richard McNemar, Music, and the Western Shaker Communities was
filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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