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This incredible encyclopedia of information about the early days of America's spy satellite compiles material
from six of our books about NRO programs into one handy guide. The previously classified documents in
this collection, converted for accurate flowing-text e-book format reproduction, were released by the NRO in
September 2011 as part of its 50th anniversary. In declassifying these fascinating documents, the NRO has
opened the curtain to show the tremendous challenges that were overcome to achieve the impressive
successes that help win the Cold War.

Contents: PART 1: Gambit Photoreconnaissance Satellite 1963-1984 * PART 2 - Hexagon
Photoreconnaissance Satellite - 1971 to 1986 * PART 3 - SAMOS Electro-optical Readout Satellite and the
Lunar Orbiter Mapping Camera * PART 4 - CORONA, America's First Satellite Program - CIA and NRO
Histories of Pioneering Spy Satellites * PART 5 - ELINT Grab and Poppy, Missile Warning MIDAS, Polar
Orbiting Meteorological Satellites * PART 6 - History Volumes: Management of the Program 1960-1965,
Corona and Predecessor Programs

Although Corona provided the capability to search large areas from space, the U.S. still lacked high
resolution imagery. Approximately one year after the first launch of Corona, the National Reconnaissance
Office began development of its first high resolution satellite program, codenamed Gambit. Over time, the
Gambit program evolved into two different systems. The first Gambit system, launched in 1963, was
equipped with the KH-7 camera system that included a 77-inch focal length camera for providing specific
information on scientific and technical capabilities that threatened the nation. Intelligence users often
characterized this capability as surveillance, allowing the United States to track the advancement of Soviet
and others' capabilities. The second system, Gambit 3 was equipped with the KH-8 camera system that
included a 175-inch focal length camera. The system was first launched in 1966 and provided the U.S. with
exquisite surveillance capabilities from space for nearly two decades. The NRO launched a final system,
codenamed Hexagon, in 1971 to improve upon Corona's capability to search broad and wide denied areas for
threats to the United States. The system sometimes carried a mapping camera to aid in U.S. military war
planning. The United States depended on these search and surveillance satellites to understand the
capabilities, intentions, and advancements of those who opposed the United States during the Cold War.
Together they became America's essential eyes in space.

Here is an excerpt from one of the documents about Gambit: "Earlier in the day the launch crew had notified
Greer that during the final checkout they had uncovered a fault in the Atlas booster that would either force
delay or cause reliance on a component not tested to the extent required by specifications. Shouldering aside
the oppressive memory of unbroken failures and "partial successes" in the E-5 and E-6 programs, Greer



ordered continuation of the countdown. It was a personal decision, taken without consultation with others,
based as much on instinct as on the confidence of a program director who had done all that could be done to
insure success. For an instant during the launch itself, most observers experienced the horrified conviction
that the decision had been wrong, that disaster had come again to the Air Force satellite reconnaissance
program. The splashing rocket exhaust of the Atlas knocked out all electrical connections to telemetry and
cameras, giving the impression of a major launch stand explosion to observers at Sunnyvale and El Segundo.
But seconds later the signals began to come through again, and they said that the Atlas was climbing stolidly
toward its selected launch window."
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From reader reviews:

Jacquelyn Lopez:

This Spy Satellite Encyclopedia: The Amazing History of the Early Photoreconnaissance Satellites,
CORONA, Gambit, Hexagon, SAMOS, Lunar Orbiter Camera, ELINT, MIDAS Missile Warning, NRO
Program Management book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This Spy Satellite
Encyclopedia: The Amazing History of the Early Photoreconnaissance Satellites, CORONA, Gambit,
Hexagon, SAMOS, Lunar Orbiter Camera, ELINT, MIDAS Missile Warning, NRO Program Management
without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end
up being worry Spy Satellite Encyclopedia: The Amazing History of the Early Photoreconnaissance
Satellites, CORONA, Gambit, Hexagon, SAMOS, Lunar Orbiter Camera, ELINT, MIDAS Missile Warning,
NRO Program Management can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be
full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Spy Satellite Encyclopedia: The
Amazing History of the Early Photoreconnaissance Satellites, CORONA, Gambit, Hexagon, SAMOS, Lunar
Orbiter Camera, ELINT, MIDAS Missile Warning, NRO Program Management having fine arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Daria Gertz:

The experience that you get from Spy Satellite Encyclopedia: The Amazing History of the Early
Photoreconnaissance Satellites, CORONA, Gambit, Hexagon, SAMOS, Lunar Orbiter Camera, ELINT,
MIDAS Missile Warning, NRO Program Management is the more deep you excavating the information that
hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Spy Satellite Encyclopedia: The Amazing History of the Early Photoreconnaissance Satellites,
CORONA, Gambit, Hexagon, SAMOS, Lunar Orbiter Camera, ELINT, MIDAS Missile Warning, NRO
Program Management giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Spy
Satellite Encyclopedia: The Amazing History of the Early Photoreconnaissance Satellites, CORONA,
Gambit, Hexagon, SAMOS, Lunar Orbiter Camera, ELINT, MIDAS Missile Warning, NRO Program
Management instantly.

Charlotte Neville:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then



you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take Spy Satellite Encyclopedia: The Amazing History of the Early
Photoreconnaissance Satellites, CORONA, Gambit, Hexagon, SAMOS, Lunar Orbiter Camera, ELINT,
MIDAS Missile Warning, NRO Program Management as the daily resource information.

Mark York:

The book Spy Satellite Encyclopedia: The Amazing History of the Early Photoreconnaissance Satellites,
CORONA, Gambit, Hexagon, SAMOS, Lunar Orbiter Camera, ELINT, MIDAS Missile Warning, NRO
Program Management has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book.
This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.
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